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Graduation 2016 
It was a night our graduating International 
students will always remember. The June 6 
graduation ceremony at the Complex was filled 
with tradition, pomp, excitement, and 
emotion. 

By participating in this traditional Powell River 
ceremony, our students got to see firsthand 
how education is valued in our school district 
and community. 

According to many 
students, the 
Grand March was 
a highlight of the 
evening. The 
musical interludes 
by classmates, 
and a variety of 
speakers topped 
off the perfect 
evening. Many 
wise words 

were shared in 
the hope of 
preparing 
students for 
what lies ahead. 

Following the 
ceremony 
students stayed 
up all night 
having fun at 
activities that 
were set up as 
part of Dry Grad. From riding a mechanical bull 
to non-stop dancing, students were 
entertained and fed until the wee hours of the 
morning! 

Kahlen Leung really like participating in this 
year’s graduation ceremony at the Complex.  

“They don’t have anything like this in Hong 
Kong where you get to wear a fancy dress and 

Grad Reflections… 

“For me it was a surprise that grad is such a big 
celebration here compared to what we have 
back home in Korea. It was a lot of fun to be 
with my friends, especially during Dry Grad. 
Watching people get hypnotized was 
amazing.” 

Jae feels that spending the last three years in 
Canada has definitely helped shape his 
personality and helped him mature. Next year 
he plans to attend Thompson Rivers University 
in Kamloops where he will study business. 

As his time at Brooks comes to a close he 
would like to give special thanks to: Ms. 
Behan, Ms. Gunn, Ms. Hutchings and Ms. 
Mander for all the help they gave to him. 

Yi Nok Chan from also loved his grad night. He 
thought grad was a perfect evening for him, 
because all the graduating students were 
together having fun and were taking lots of 
pictures. “The people in Canada are different 
here than in Hong Kong because they are all so 
nice. I was surprized that so many people from 
the community came out to watch.” 

Yi Nok described the Grand March as a fashion 
show! “I never thought our graduation would 
be such an important part in my life to make 
such unforgettable memories.” He explained 
that his two years of education in Canada 
helped him to expand his world and improved 
his English a lot. 

Future plans for Yi Nok include studying 
Business at Langara College in Vancouver. He 
would like to thank his host family the 
Tomada’s and his teachers; Ms. Balzer, Ms. 
Behan, Ms.Hobson and Ms. Mander.  

Grade 12 student, Jerry Liu was nervous at the 
June 4th Grad Ceremony, but still had a lot of 
fun. The entire evening was totally different 
than what Jerry would have experienced in 
China. “The Grand March was very formal, 
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walk with a partner in the Grand March. The 
entire evening was a lot of fun and I am glad 
that I went.” Kahlen plans to study science 
next year at Coquitlam College. She would also 
like to thank the Cote family, who “are like 
family now.” 

The Grand March and entire grad ceremony 
was very emotional for Jae Kim, as he 
appreciated all the work that community 
members put into this event. 

Year End Barbecue 

This year the 
weather cooperated, 
and close to 70 
International 
students and their 
families turned out 
for a BBQ at 
Willingdon Beach. It 
was a good 
opportunity for new 
families to make 
connections with 

host families and students in the International 
Program. 

Special thanks to Steve Brach (Paperwork’s Gift 
Gallery) for not only donating all the delicious 
Chinook salmon, but for doing such a great job 
in the barbecuing department! 

with so many people watching. It felt like I 
needed to teach myself how to walk again.” 

Jerry commented that everyone at Grad was 
so happy and excited to be there. “The entire 
evening made me feel joyful as I didn’t have to 
worry about my homework that night.” The 
magic show and hypnotist at After Grad were 
the most fun things to do. 

Next year Jerry will be studying science at 
Carlton University. “My experience at Brooks 
helped me mature as a person and helped to 
improve my English. I have met many new 
people and now feel confident in going to a 
Canadian university.” 

Jerry would like to thank all his friends in 
Canada, his homestay family the Peruns, his 
family in China and all his amazing teachers at 
Brooks, including Ms. Balzer, Mr. Cummings, 
Ms. Gunn, Ms. Hewlett, Ms. Hobson,and 
Ms.Leach. 

 

Congratulations and best wishes to Kahlen 
Leung (Hong Kong), Jae Kim (Korea),Yi Nok 
Chan ( Hong Kong), Jerry Liu (China) as they 
graduate from Brooks Secondary School and 
continue their educational journeys. 

Important Dates 
 Tuesday June 21 – Last day of classes 

 Wednesday June 29 – Report Card Pickup 

Contact  
Gerry Brach 
gerry.brach@sd47.bc.ca 

www.sd47.bc.ca/intl 

https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjE9qaQi6TNAhUL-mMKHeqbCyEQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.flags.net%2FHOKN.htm&bvm=bv.124272578,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNGQZHn9LPDUnAOVProUsvtGVRrgSw&ust=1465875818479732
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjE9qaQi6TNAhUL-mMKHeqbCyEQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.flags.net%2FHOKN.htm&bvm=bv.124272578,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNGQZHn9LPDUnAOVProUsvtGVRrgSw&ust=1465875818479732
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjtn5LMi6TNAhVU_mMKHScCDSMQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FFlag_of_Canada&bvm=bv.124272578,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNFJrUtszumaYb4gdN0xPWbS37mQZQ&ust=1465875948001065
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjtn5LMi6TNAhVU_mMKHScCDSMQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FFlag_of_Canada&bvm=bv.124272578,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNFJrUtszumaYb4gdN0xPWbS37mQZQ&ust=1465875948001065


Home & Away 
--Graduation Edition-- 

 

 

June 2016 

 


